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Carl IJsselmuiden, Council on Health Research for Development (COHRED)  

Carel is a physician, public health practitioner and social entrepreneur with qualifications from the 

Netherlands (Erasmus University Rotterdam), South Africa (University of the Witwatersrand) and the 

United States (Johns Hopkins University). He spent 7 years in rural medicine and public health (Elim 

Hospital), 4 years in peri-urban (Alexandra) and urban health (Johannesburg) before joining the 

Medical University of South Africa for 5 years. He became Professor and Head of Department of 

Community Health at the University of Pretoria in 1995, and founded its School of Health Systems and 

Public Health in 1999. He joined COHRED (Council on Health Research for Development) in Geneva, 

Switzerland in 2004. He remains adjunct professor of public health at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa. 

Focusing on scalability, he is now working on two major services to advance global research and innovation for health – 

RHInnO Ethics and the Research Fairness Initiative (RFI).  

Marcel Tanner, Swiss TPH and Swiss Academy of Sciences 

Marcel Tanner, epidemiologist and public health specialist, obtained a PhD on medical biology from 

the University of Basel and a MPH from the University of London. He was Director of the Swiss 

Tropical and Public Health Institute from 1997 to 2015 and until 2017 Professor of Epidemiology and 

Medical Parasitology at the University of Basel and at the Federal Institute of Technology. He is since 

2016 President of the Swiss Academy of Sciences. Since 1977, his research ranges from basic resear 

ch on the cell biology and immunology on malaria, schistosomiasis, trypanosomiasis and filariasis to 

research on risk assessment, vulnerability, health impact and district health planning. His research 

expertise and experience stems from working in rural and urban areas in Africa (mainly Tanzania, 

Chad, Burkina Faso and Côte d’Ivoire) and Asia (China, Thailand, Laos). Besides research, the capacity building and North-

South partnership was a main interest.  He has published extensively in the many fields (>600 original papers). He also 

acted and acts as advisor on communicable diseases research and control, health systems strengthening and capacity 

building in various national and international agencies/bodies and in boards/committees such as e.g. WHO/TdR, Wellcome 

Trust, INDEPTH, DNDi, NITD, INCLEN and Fondation Botnar.  

 

Robert Terry, TDR, WHO 

Robert Terry is a senior strategic and project manager with more than 20 years experience in 

strategy development and implementation. He has specialized knowledge in natural resources, 

development, health and research policy in low and high income countries for governmental, non-

governmental, philanthropic and UN organizations. Robert joined the World Health Organization in 

2007 and led on the development and implementation of the Organization’s strategy on Research 

for Health. He is one of the lead authors of the 2013 WHO World Health Report– Research for 

Universal Health Coverage and developed the concept which led to the creation of the WHO Global 

Health R&D Observatory. Currently he works for the World Health Organization’s Special Programme 

for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) where he is responsible for knowledge management, data sharing and 

ensuring evidence is translated into policy and practice.  

His early career in research and development was in agriculture and he went on to positions at the Royal Society where he 

ran the international research exchange programme and the Wellcome Trust where he was senior policy advisor. He has 

lived and worked in the Middle East and undertaken development consultancies in a number of African and Asian countries 

for Oxfam, UNAIS and DFID. He has a BSc in Botany from the University of Sheffield and an MPhil. in Plant Breeding (crop 

genetics) from the University of Cambridge.  

Tumani Corrah, The Africa Research Excellence Fund 

Professor Corrah, who is Gambian, has over thirty years of progressively senior-level research and 

leadership experience, ten years of which were as the Unit Director of the Medical Research 

Council’s Unit, the Gambia. He is medically qualified and has retained active research interests in 

tropical and infectious diseases, including tuberculosis, HIV and malaria. Professor Corrah is an 

Honorary Fellow of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and is a member of over 

twenty scientific board and committee groups worldwide. He is the Emeritus Director of the MRC 

Unit in The Gambia where he also leads the MRC’s Africa Research Development Office. 

 



Jasmina Saric, Swiss TPH 

Jasmina Saric worked during eight years as a PhD student, research fellow and lecturer on metabolic 

pro  filing in the field of neglected tropical diseases, for biomarker discovery and systemic mapping of 

effects in the host. Being physically based at Imperial College London, the research was conducted in 

close collaboration with the Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH). Aiming to find an 

engagement closer to applied global health, she worked as a medical writer for two years until an 

opportunity came up at the Centre Suisse de Recherches Scientifiques en Côte d’Ivoire, where she 

spent one year building up a publications and project support service, and assessing national research 

productivity. At current, she is based at Swiss TPH, further pursuing questions on research productivity in sub-Saharan 

Africa and the role of partnerships within the current 2030 Agenda. Moreover, she is acting as focal point for the Leading 

House Africa mandate of Swiss TPH, aiming to foster bilateral research between Switzerland and sub-Saharan Africa.  

Jürg Utzinger, Swiss TPH 

Jürg Utzinger, PhD, is Director of Swiss TPH and Professor of Epidemiology at the University of Basel. 

He obtained his MSc in environmental sciences from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in 

Zurich, and his PhD in epidemiology from the University of Basel. He pursued several years of 

postdoctoral research in demography and epidemiology at Princeton University in the USA. Before his 

appointment as Director of Swiss TPH, Utzinger headed the Ecosystem Health Sciences unit of the 

Department of Epidemiology and Public Health at Swiss TPH. His research, teaching and training 

interests pertain to the epidemiology and integrated control of neglected tropical disease and health 

impact assessment of large footprint projects in low- and middle-income countries. 

Jon-Andri Lys, KFPE 

Jon-Andri Lys is the Executive Secretary of the Swiss Commission for Research Partnerships with 

Developing Countries (KFPE).  He is working on strategies and concepts for improving research 

partnerships with low and middle-income countries.  

He obtained his PhD at the University of Berne, Division of Animal Physiology. From 1989 to 1995, he 

was Scientific Assistant at the Division of Ecology of the Zoological Institute of the University of 

Berne. During his PhD, and as an Assistant at the Division of Ecology, he worked several times in 

West Africa where he was mainly involved in biological control projects against pest insects.  

Helen Prytherch, Swiss TPH 

Dr. Helen Prytherch is a Public Health Specialist and Head of the Health Systems Support Unit at the 

Swiss Centre for International Health, Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute. Helen Prytherch has 

20 years’ work experience gained at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in 

Latin America, sub-Saharan Africa, Asia (India, Cambodia, Tajikistan) and Eastern Europe. Her main 

areas of expertise comprise health system strengthening (including primary health care 

development), health financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 

Prytherch oversees a team of 20 staff working out of Basel and has a track record of sensitively and 

successfully handling complex mandates, including those involving multiple stakeholder consultation and evidence based 

policy-making. She has managed projects for a range of clients such as the European Union, German International 

Cooperation (GIZ), Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, the Roll Back Malaria Partnership and the World Health 

Organization. 

Betty Nambuusi, Swiss TPH 

Betty Bukenya Nambuusi is a Biostatistician trained in frequentists and Bayesian approaches as well 

as their application in epidemiology and public health. Betty is currently a PhD student at the Swiss 

Tropical and Public Health Institute researching on the determinants of the geographical distribution 

of all-cause under-five and maternal mortality in Uganda. Main epidemiological research areas of 

interest include development of Bayesian hierarchical models with special interest in mortality and 

neglected tropical diseases to assess disease (e.g. malaria, diarrhoea, respiratory infections and 

malnutrition) and interventions effects on spatial changes in health outcomes; Disease mapping for 

determination of the geographical distribution of health outcomes aimed at targeted public health interventions; 

Development and application of methods to assess spatial patterns of health outcomes and detect high risk areas for 

targeted interventions.    

 


