
 

Swiss TPH, Socinstrasse 57, Post Box, 4002 Basel, Switzerland, T +41 61 284 81 11, F +41 61 284 81 01, www.swisstph.ch 

 

 

          SCIH Update  Issue No. 1, March 2018 Swiss Centre for International Health         

 

Latest News 

Geneva Health Forum 2018 

Several collaborators of SCIH will share experiences of their work at the Geneva Health Forum, particularly emerging 
from Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) projects in Albania, Chad, Kosovo, Tajikistan and Tanzania. 
Areas of emphasis include family medicine promotion to strengthen the health care system, Medical Education Reform 
and interoperable and cost-effective ICT systems for low and middle-income countries. Ehadu Mersini, Yarbaeva Shaklo 
and Nargis Rakhmatova are going to speak about innovative approaches for CME and building capacity in clinical skills in 
Albania and Tajikistan. Helen Prytherch will introduce speakers, including from the Ministry of Health in Tanzania, for a 
session on the interoperability of new digital tools at the service of healthcare financing and universal health coverage.  
 

Swiss TPH Spring Symposium 2018 

Swiss TPH is pleased to announce its Spring Symposium 2018: “Clinical Decision 
Support and Health Information Systems – Potential and Pitfalls of New 
Technologies”. Health system professionals are invited to share and review 
experiences of technology-enabled healthcare with a particular focus on low- and 
middle-income countries. The event takes place on 25 April in Basel, Switzerland.  
For more information and registration please visit the event website. 

 

Development of a Midwifery Education Accreditation Programme 
The “Midwifery Education Accreditation Programme (MEAP)” that Swiss TPH 
developed for the International Confederation of Midwives (ICM) has now been 
finalized and will be officially handed over to ICM mid-March 2018. MEAP will offer 
accreditation approval based on an independent assessment of an institute’s 
midwifery educational programme, determining the extent to which it meets ICM 
global standards. Read more 
 

Improving Health of Children in Nigeria  

To improve diagnosis and treatment of children under five, Swiss TPH together 
with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) developed the electronic 
decision support tool ALMANACH. After successful pilots in Nigeria and 
Afghanistan, another important milestone has now been reached: A survey in the 
Adamawa state in Nigeria indicates that most primary care facilities have the 
prerequisites in place and are ready for ALMANACH scale up. Read more 

 

Study Tour to Improve Health Insurance Management Facilitated between DR Congo and Tanzania  

Many low- and middle-income countries are working to build up health insurance schemes – both public and community 
based – to protect their populations in case of sudden illness. To professionalise these schemes in a sustainable manner, 
Swiss TPH has created an Insurance Management Information System (IMIS). IMIS was first developed in English with 
national partners in Tanzania, in the context of the Health Promotion and System Strengthening (HPSS) project of the 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). IMIS now exists in other languages and is being rolled out in 
different countries, including in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Read more 

http://www.swisstph.ch/
http://ghf2018.g2hp.net/sessions/ps4-3-promote-family-medicine-to-strengthen-the-health-care-system/
http://ghf2018.g2hp.net/sessions/ps4-3-promote-family-medicine-to-strengthen-the-health-care-system/
http://ghf2018.g2hp.net/sessions/ps1-1-etraining-and-medical-education-an-leverage-to-restructure-the-health-system/
http://ghf2018.g2hp.net/sessions/ps4-1-building-interoperable-and-cost-effective-ict-systems-fo-health-in-low-and-middle-income-setting/
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/about/events/spring-symposium-2018/
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/news/news-detail/news/accreditation-programme-for-midwives/
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/news/news-detail/news/improving-health-of-children-in-nigeria/
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/news/news-detail/news/improving-health-insurance-management/
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Condom campaign poster (ACMS) 

New Partnership to Achieve Zero Leprosy 

Ahead of World Leprosy Day on Sunday 28 January 2018, several leading leprosy 
organisations have joined forces to launch a Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy to 
accelerate progress towards a world without leprosy. Swiss TPH was involved in the 
creation of the partnership, representing the scientific community. Read more 
 

 
 

Publications 

Leprosy Control in Cambodia 

Currently, leprosy control relies on the clinical diagnosis of leprosy and the subsequent administration of multidrug 
therapy (MDT). However, many health workers are not familiar with the cardinal signs of leprosy, particularly in low-
endemic settings including Cambodia. In response, a new approach to early diagnosis was developed in the country, 
namely retrospective active case finding (RACF) through small mobile teams. Fürst T, Cavaliero A, Lay S, Dayer C, Saren C, 
Smrekar A, Visal S, Barth-Jaeggi T, Steinmann P. 2018. Retrospective active case finding in Cambodia: an innovative 
approach to leprosy control in a low-endemic country. Acta Tropica 180:26-32. DOI: 10.1016/j.actatropica.2017.12.031 
 

Childhood Vaccination Communication Strategies in Nigeria 

Effective vaccination communication with parents is critical in efforts to overcome barriers to childhood vaccination, 
tackle vaccine hesitancy and improve vaccination coverage. Xavier Bosch-Capblanch contributed to a qualitative study, 
which forms part of the ‘Communicate to vaccinate’ (COMMVAC) project and aims to explore the perceptions and 
experiences of caregivers and health workers in Nigeria on vaccination communication strategies implemented in their 
settings. Please refer to: PLoS ONE (2017) 12(11). DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0186733 
 

Influence of Gender and Household Headship on Voluntary Health Insurance in Cameroon 

Within the existing health financing literature, males are typically categorized as the household‘s decision-makers. While 
this view accurately reflects many local sociocultural realities, approximately a quarter of sub-Saharan African households 
are now headed by females. In light of various efforts to expand health insurance coverage in the region, it is necessary 
to examine whether the factors influencing voluntary health insurance enrolment are analogous across male- and 
female-headed households. Please refer to: Oraro T, Ngube N, Atohmbom GY, Srivastava S, Wyss K. 2017. The influence 
of gender and household headship on voluntary health insurance: the case of North-West Cameroon. Health Policy and 
Planning. 33(2):163-170. DOI: 10.1093/heapol/czx152 
 

Newly Awarded Projects 

HIV/AIDS Prevention Programme in Central Africa, Phase V 

HIV/AIDS remains a major public health threat in the Central African Region. Given 
that condom use is a highly cost-effective intervention, the 5th phase of the 
HIV/AIDS prevention programme ("Projet Prévention du VIH/SIDA en Afrique 
Central", PPSAC) assists the social marketing of condoms to combat the disease, 
namely at the level  of adolescents, young adults and other vulnerable groups. The 
project is funded with an amount of 20 million Euros by the KfW Development 
Bank. The project beneficiary is the "Organisation de Coordination pour la lutte 
contre les Endémies en Afrique Centrale, OCEAC". Swiss TPH was assigned to act as 
regional coordinator and operates within OCEAC; thereby Dr Robert Cazal acts as project manager.  
 

Nutrition Action Research Project in Rwanda 

The prevalence of chronic malnutrition (i.e. stunting) among children in Rwanda is very high; stunting rates average 38% 
for children under five. To address these challenges, a ‘Nutrition Action Research project’ was launched in 2017 as part of 
the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation’s Great Lakes Health Programme in Rwanda. Swiss TPH is 
implementing this mandate under the leadership of Adriane Martin Hilber. The aim of the Nutrition Action Research 

http://www.swisstph.ch/
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/news/news-detail/news/new-partnership-to-achieve-zero-leprosy/
https://intranet.swisstph.ch/en/people/people-listsearch/person-detailview/name/tanja-barth-jaeggi/person-action/detail/
https://intranet.swisstph.ch/en/people/people-listsearch/person-detailview/name/peter-steinmann/person-action/detail/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0001706X17307064?via%3Dihub
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0186733
https://intranet.swisstph.ch/en/people/people-listsearch/person-detailview/name/tessa-oraro/person-action/detail/
https://intranet.swisstph.ch/en/people/people-listsearch/person-detailview/name/siddharth-srivastava/person-action/detail/
https://intranet.swisstph.ch/en/people/people-listsearch/person-detailview/name/kaspar-wyss/person-action/detail/
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/article/33/2/163/4626969
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project is to generate evidence-based understanding of the causes of stunting 
among children up to 2 years old and to provide an array of good practices on how 
to prevent it. The proposed participatory action research approach will use a 
horizontal learning methodology to engage participants (parents/caretakers and 
community health workers) to share their innate knowledge and best practices 
around good nutrition for young children to create learning, and stimulate 
behaviour change among peers. The results of the project will be disseminated and 
feed into a comprehensive national strategy for the prevention of chronic 
malnutrition.  

 

Fight against Neglected Tropical Diseases in the CEMAC Region 

The project « Lutte contre les maladies tropicales négligées » focuses on the control and elimination of neglected tropical 
diseases (NTDs) in the CEMAC region. Under the project, interventions targeting NTDs will be supported as well as around 
20 PhDs of regional students, all focusing their research on NTDs. It is implemented by the « Organisation de 
Coordination pour la lutte contre les Endémies en Afrique centrale » (OCEAC) in Yaoundé, Cameroon, and funded by the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) through the KfW Development Bank. The 
Swiss TPH acts as consultant and supports OCEAC in the implementation of the project. Locally the team is led by 
Bonaventure Savadogo. Read more 
 

Competence Centre for Epidemiological Outbreak Investigations in Switzerland 

The Swiss TPH, in collaboration with the Commission des Médecins Cantonaux du Groupement Romand des Services de 
Santé Publique (CMC GRSP), was mandated to lead the “Competence Centre for Epidemiological Outbreak 
Investigations” by the Federal Office of Public Health (FOPH) between 2017 and 2019. Under the lead of Prof. Dr med. 
Daniel Paris and the coordination of Sabine Kiefer the consortium will support the FOPH in the timely and efficient 
investigation of outbreaks in Switzerland. In addition, Swiss TPH and CMC GRSP will work on relevant epidemiological 
questions related to outbreak investigations in Switzerland as defined by the FOPH, including systematic literature 
reviews and development of pilot questionnaires related to outbreak investigations. Overall, the Swiss TPH can draw 
upon its long-term experiences during the previous phase of managing the Competence Centre between 2012 and 2017.  
 

Global Fund Supply Chain Diagnostics in Côte d’Ivoire 

Swiss TPH has been selected for the In-country Supply Chain Diagnostics (SCD) mandate in Cote d’Ivoire starting in 
January 2018. The mandate involves a data collection on supply chain mechanisms including a mapping of stakeholders, a 
Human Resource (HR) analysis that has to be conducted, a supply chain human resource capacity assessments and 
evaluations using. Emmanuel Cour, Hans-Peter Bollinger and Bertrand Chenin are carrying out the assignment.  
 

Reproductive Health, Family Planning and HIV Prevention in the ECOWAS 

Swiss TPH was assigned to act as monitoring agent in the 4th phase of the regional 
programme “Reproductive Health, Family Planning and HIV Prevention in ECOWAS”, 
funded by the German Government through the KfW Development Bank and 
implemented by the West African Health Organisation (WAHO). The overall 
objective of the Regional Programme is to contribute to the improvement of 
reproductive health in the ECOWAS region, more specifically to make reproductive 
health commodities available and to meet the demand for reproductive health 
services. The Swiss TPH team is under the lead of Damien Revault.  
  

Joining the SCIH 
 

Monika Zumbrunn-Meier joined the SCIH in November as administrative specialist. 

Moussa Malloum Mbodou joined SCIH’s Systems Performance and Monitoring Unit (SPMU) in November as a finance 
expert based in Chad under the Global Fund LFA mandate. 

http://www.swisstph.ch/
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/topics/neglected-tropical-diseases/
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Micheal Hinneh joined the SPMU in November as finance expert based in Liberia under the Global Fund LFA mandate. 

Aron Baumann joined the SCIH in December as a PhD student within the Swiss Learning Health System Initiative. 

Cassien Havugimana joined SCIH’s Sexual and Reproductive Health Unit (SRHU) in January as head of the Swiss TPH 
regional office in Kigali, Rwanda. 

Jean Baptiste Sagahutu joined the SRHU in January as focal point in Karongi, Rwanda under the SDC Great Lakes Health 
programme.  

Yiromi Diarra joined the SPMU in February as finance expert based in Mali under the Global Fund LFA mandate. 

Nadine Amani Furaha joined the SRHU in February as administrative finance assistant based in South Kivu, DRC under the 
Cordaid project Jeune S3. 
 
Please join us in welcoming our new colleagues. 

Click here to Subscribe to, or Unsubscribe from the SCIH Update mailing list. 
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