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Latest News 

Swiss TPH Spring Symposium 2017 
This year’s Spring Symposium on “Evidence Meets Decision-Makers” brought 
together 130 health experts, policy makers and researchers to discuss better 
use of evidence for health. The symposium looked at the perspective of policy 
makers, the challenges around producing quality data, its effective use as well 
as evidence synthesis and dissemination. 
Availability of quality data is crucial to make decisions on improving health 
for people globally. Speakers at the Swiss TPH Spring Symposium shared 
experiences and lessons learned from Mozambique, Nigeria, Côte d'Ivoire 
and Switzerland on the importance of data for decision making. Read more 
 

3rd Procurement and Supply Management workshop in Senegal 
Procurement and Supply Management (PSM) experts from Swiss TPH came 
together from 30 January to 3 February 2017 for the third "PSM Workshop" in 
Saly, a coastal resort about 70 kilometres south of Dakar, Senegal. Manifold 
presentations by the participants themselves were made which led to intense 
discussions, to be up-to-date for the Local Fund Agent PSM challenges for the 
Global Fund in 2017, including the upcoming new grant negotiations. Discussions 
also focused on working experiences on other than LFA PSM mandates, for 
example for GAVI, WAHO, Swiss Red Cross etc. The main focus was on sharing 
experiences, and how to harmonize or even standardize our working approaches, 
in order to best tackle our diverse PSM work.  
 

Antimicrobial Resistance in Tanzania  
Drug resistances are on the rise worldwide. Every year, around 700,000 people 
die due to antimicrobial drug resistance to bacteria, viruses, fungi and 
parasites. Without counter measures, experts estimate that by 2050, the 
annual death toll could increase to 10 million. In the frame of the Health 
Promotion and System Strengthening (HPSS) project, Swiss TPH and its partners 
organized a 2-day symposium in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, to address this 
pressing public health issue. Read more  
 

Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS)  
On 2 May 2017 a symposium was held at Swiss TPH on "Countability & 
Accountability: Improving National Mortality Data Systems in the SDG Era" where 
experts discussed the impacts and major challenges in the field of Civil Registration 
and Vital Statistics (CRVS) and new tools and strategies. The Swiss TPH collaborates 
since 2015 with the Bloomberg Data for Health (D4H) Initiative to strengthen CRVS 
systems in 20 countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The Swiss TPH mandate 
includes supporting the implementation of new information technology systems to 
improve the quality of population mortality data. A major challenge in the 
integration of new digital tools within CRVS systems is the need to tackle 

interoperability between IT systems running under different governmental structures (such as civil registration, the 

http://www.swisstph.ch/
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/news/news-detail/news/evidence-for-better-health/
https://www.swisstph.ch/de/swiss-tph-news/news-detail-d/news/antimicrobial-resistance-in-tanzania/
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Communication tool to explain the 3 steps of vaccination to nomadic 
population (Swiss TPH) 

health system, or national statistics). In this context, the SCIH was contracted by Vital Strategies, a D4H implementing 
partner, to provide support in the field of IT systems’ integration in Bangladesh. 
 

Accessible Quality Healthcare project, Kosovo  

We are happy to announce that the website of the Accessible Quality Healthcare (AQH) 
project is online. The project is funded by SDC and implemented by Swiss TPH and Save 
the Children. Please visit www.aqhproject.org. 
 

Improving Health of Nomadic Populations in Chad 

In Chad, over 78% of the total population lives in rural areas. Accessing health services is often difficult given long 
distances, a limited number of health centres, shortages of qualified health workers and insufficient medical equipment. 
Nomadic populations in particular suffer from the consequences of limited access to health services. Swiss TPH, together 

with its partners, currently implements a project in 
two districts in Chad to improve health of rural and 
nomadic populations. To reduce mortality and 
morbidity in Chad, Swiss TPH, together with the 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
(SDC) and the Centre de Support en Santé 
Internationale (CSSI) is currently implementing the 
“Projet d'appui aux districts sanitaires du Tchad 

(PADS)” in the districts of Yao and Danamadji. Since 2014, the project combines prevention activities, capacity building, 
operational research and health financing to improve access to quality health services especially for the most vulnerable 
groups including mothers, children and nomadic (or pastoralist) populations. Read more 
 

HPSS project presented at World Congress on Public Health 2017 in Australia 

The 15th World Congress on Public Health took place in Melbourne, Australia from 2-7 April 2017 
(http://www.wcph2017.com/). SCIH collaborator Kate Molesworth presented results from the 
SDC-funded Health Promotion and System Strengthening project in a paper entitled: “Together 
Right Now: Piloting Participatory Health Promotion in Dodoma Region, Tanzania”.  
 

Universal Health Coverage Conference in the Philippines 

Given the strong political commitment of the Philippines to reduce out of pocket expenditures for health and to move 
towards universal health coverage, the conference aimed to discuss issues such as organisational arrangements in the 

health system, decentralisation, equity as well as the role of the private sector. 
Kaspar Wyss, head of the Swiss Centre for International Health, presented on 
the Swiss health care system and its relevance to the Philippines. “Strong 
political commitment toward good health for the whole population is key to 
work toward universal health coverage,” said Kaspar Wyss.    
Other speakers included Lilibeth David (Philippines Department of Health), 
Eduardo Banzon (Asian Development Bank), Ernesto Garilao (Zuellig Family 

Foundation), Juergen Brokatzky-Geiger (Novartis) and Louise Abbott, (Roche). The speakers discussed approaches to 
strengthen health governance in the Philippines and the role of innovation and research for improving health systems 
performance. Read more 
 
 

Publications 

Operational and implementation research within Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria grants: a situation analysis in six countries 
Operational/implementation research (OR/IR) is a key activity to improve disease control programme performance. The 
authors of the analysis assessed the extent to which malaria and tuberculosis (TB) grants from the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (“Global Fund”) include support for OR/IR, and discuss the implications of the current 

http://www.swisstph.ch/
http://www.aqhproject.org/
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/news/news-detail/news/-cae376981b/
http://www.wcph2017.com/
https://www.swisstph.ch/de/swiss-tph-news/news-detail-d/news/universal-health-coverage-conference-in-the-philippines/
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Global Fund operating mechanisms for OR/IR support. Stakeholder interviews were conducted at the Global Fund 
secretariat and in six purposefully selected high disease burden countries, namely the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Myanmar and Zimbabwe. Please refer to: Kiefer S, Knoblauch A, Steinmann P, Barth-Jaeggi T, 
Vahedi M, Maher D, Utzinger J, Wyss K. 2017. Operational and implementation research within Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria grants: a situation analysis in six countries. Globalization and Health, 13:22. 10.1186/s12992-
017-0245-5 
 

Reflections on a systematic review on health sector decentralisation 
In a letter to the editor, Harvy J. Liwanag and Kaspar Wyss reflect on a recent publication in Health Policy about a 
systematic review of the impacts of decentralisation on health-related equity. Please refer to: Liwanag H, Wyss K. 2017. 
Assessing decentralisation is a challenging but necessary task if it should continue as a reform strategy: Reflections from 
the systematic review by Sumah, Baatiema, and Abimbola. Health Policy, Vol. 121, Issue 4. 
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthpol.2017.01.009 
 
Newly Awarded Projects 

Global Fund Local Fund Agent (LFA) mandate in Burundi 

SCIH has been awarded the LFA mandate in Burundi with the Global Fund in February 2017 with an effective start from 
mid-March 2017. Due to unstable security situation, the team will be mainly fly-in for the time being under the leadership 
of Jean Pierre Juif. 
 

Final phase of the “Enhancing Primary Health Care (PHC) Services Project, Tajikistan” 2017-2021 

SCIH's health system strengthening unit will implement the next and final phase of 
the “Enhancing PHC Services” project together with Save the Children. The project 
is funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation.  
Focus areas will include the continued national expansion of the so-called "business 
plan" to improve district and facility level health planning, as well as the 
consolidation of a PHC management training course for members of the rayon 
health management teams. In addition, communities will be associated with the 
health planning process and involved in wider health promotion and disease 

prevention activities. A new national guideline based on the project's approach to community engagement has been 
recently approved by the Ministry of Health and will now be introduced to build greater health literacy so that people can 
claim their right to quality Family Medicine/PHC services. 
 

Public health strategies for artisanal and small-scale gold miners 

Swiss TPH’s collaborators Mirko Winkler, Astrid Knoblauch and Filippo 
Lechthaler, together with Fritz Brugger from ETH Zürich (Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology, Zurich) have won the WHO mandate to pilot a new WHO 
framework to support the development of public health strategies on artisanal 
and small-scale gold mining (ASGM). This is done in light of the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury – an international treaty to protect human health and 
the environment from emissions and releases of mercury. The project entails 
the development and implementation of an institutional capacity assessment at 
the national and sub-national level and a rapid health situation assessment at the local level in ASGM areas in Ghana, 
Mozambique and Nigeria. Project duration is from April 2017 until December 2018. For more information on our health 
impact assessment activities: https://www.swisstph.ch/en/activities/hia/ 
 

Global Fund Supply Chain in-country diagnostic 

Swiss TPH has been short-listed as preferred supplier for the Supply Chain in-Country Diagnostic Request for Proposals 
launched by the Global Fund in November 2016. For this offer related to 24 selected high impacts countries, (Phase 1) 

http://www.swisstph.ch/
https://dx.doi.org/10.1186%2Fs12992-017-0245-5
https://dx.doi.org/10.1186%2Fs12992-017-0245-5
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthpol.2017.01.009
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Convention
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Convention
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/activities/hia/
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A drastic case of lymphedema, a key 
morbidity resulting from chronic lymphatic 
filariasis infection (photo: Swiss TPH) 

and highly competitive, Swiss TPH has joined forces with Kuehne Foundation while Swiss TPH maintains the lead. The 3-
year Indefinite Quantity Contract (IQC) has been signed for the period from February 2017 to January 2020. 
 

Systematic review on lymphatic filariasis for the WHO 

The target date for global elimination of lymphatic filariasis as a public health 
problem is 2020. To date, 29 of 55 countries still requiring mass drug 
administration are not ‘on track’ to reduce infection and stop treatment by 2020. 
To update the WHO guidelines with the latest and best evidence available on the 
topic, the SCIH was mandated to conduct a systematic review on alternative 
strategies for lymphatic filariasis elimination. Meike Zuske, member of SCIH’s 
Data-Evidence-Evaluation-Policy group, is coordinating the review. Together 
with partners from the University of Calabar, Nigeria, the review seeks to answer 
the question: Which alternative strategies of mass drug administration are more 
effective than and as safe as, the current strategy for lymphatic filariasis elimination? The systematic review also contains 
a qualitative component on the perceptions of communities regarding the mass drug administration strategies. The 
methods and results were presented at the WHO guideline development group meeting in Geneva in May 2017. 
 

Survey for the integrated WASH/cash transfer programme in Niger 

SCIH was mandated by the World Bank with the implementation of the survey “Baseline Survey for the Impact Evaluation 
of the Integrated WASH/Cash Transfer program in Niger”. The national sub-contractor for the implementation of the 
survey is the Réseau International Schistosomiases Environnement Aménagements et Lutte (RISEAL), Niger. The objective 
is to prepare and conduct a baseline survey (household questionnaire, anthropometric measurements of children, water 
quality and weaning foods testing, qualitative survey) to evaluate the impact of a water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH)/cash transfer pilot study. The focus of the current project is on improved water safety to reduce diarrhea 
incidence in infants and young children while the ultimate aim of the Niger Safety Nets project is to sustainably reduce 
chronic food insecurity. The total sample of the survey will include approximately 3500 households in 155 villages. 
 
Joining the SCIH 
 

Firuz Shomirzoev joined SCIH’s Health Systems Support Unit (SYSU) in January as finance officer based in Tajikistan under 
the Medical Education Project (MEP). 

Ernest Mendy joined SCIH’s Sexual and Reproductive Health Unit (SRHU) in January as coordinator and head of office 
based in Bukavu in the framework of the Jeune S3 mandate. 

Mariama Yattara joined SCIH’s Systems Performance and Monitoring Unit (SPMU) in February as a junior finance 
professional based in Guinea under the Global Fund LFA mandate. 

Xuân-Mai Kempf joined the SCIH as project officer in the Health Systems Support Unit in March. 

Anne Christine Heerdegen joined the SCIH in March as PhD student in the framework of the PERFORM2scale project.  

Khadime Niang joined the SPMU in March as senior finance expert based Senegal under the Global Fund LFA mandate. 

Gulara Afandiyeva joined the SYSU in May as head of office based in Tajikistan in the framework of the Enhancing 
Primary Health Care Services project.  

Melanie Wirz joined the SCIH as administrative specialist in May.  

Hans Peter Bollinger joined the SPMU in May as technical expert / senior Procurement and Supply Chain specialist. 

 
Please join us in welcoming our new colleagues. 

Click here to Subscribe to, or Unsubscribe from the SCIH Update mailing list. 
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