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Health in detention is a one-week course offered by the Swiss Tropical 
and Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH), an associated institute of the 
University of Basel, in collaboration with the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC). This course is open to participants working in 
the field of health in detention, nationally or internationally, and uses 
a multi-disciplinary approach to bring together academia, clinical, pub-
lic health and legal experts.

Aim of the course
The course aims at providing health professionals with the information, 
methods and tools needed to analyse and address health and human 
rights issues affecting people in detention. The course has an interna-
tional / global perspective and covers topics such as detainee health, 
health systems, control of communicable and non-communicable dis-
eases and ethical issues that arise when providing healthcare services 
to populations in detention. It also provides an overview of the main 
legal instruments, professional codes and declarations designed to pro-
tect the rights of prisoners, detainees and patients.

Objectives and content
By the end of the course, participants will be able to:
–	 Define the main legal instruments, professional codes, and 

declarations designed to protect the rights of prisoners, 
detainees, and health professionals responsible for the care 
of these populations

–	 Appraise the most important health problems in places 
of detention

–	 Analyse and address health and human rights issues 
facing populations in detention. 

The course content includes the following topics:
–	 Global challenges in places of detention
–	 Legal framework for ICRC detention activities 
–	 Health and well-being of detainee populations (with a particular 

focus on women, youth and the elderly)
–	 Health systems and management structures in places of detention 

(nationally and internationally) 
–	 Communicable (TB, HIV/AIDS, Scabies) and non-communicable 

(mental health, drug use and substance abuse) disease control 
–	 Nutrition, water and sanitation
–	 Medical ethics / medical confidentiality and dual loyalty

for health care providers 
–	 Hunger strike and their management
–	 Health impact of solitary confinement and disciplinary segregation.

Participants
–	 Health professionals (medical doctors, nurses, midwives, 

pharmacists)
–	 Health managers and planners, social scientists, health system 

researchers, educators 
–	 Members of international organisations, working or dealing 

with police stations, detention, prison services
–	 Authorities involved in detainees health . 

Teaching / Learning Methods, Facilitators
The course is based on the principles of adult learning and the teachers 
facilitate the learning process. The facilitators will share their experi-
ence and expertise with the participants. A broad spectrum of educa-
tional methods will be used. The course is jointly coordinated and or-
ganised by the ICRC and Swiss TPH.
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Evaluation
At the end of the week,short answer question will be used as a  test to 
measure the individual performance of each participant. Certificates 
confirming successful completion and / or attendance will be issued. 

Certification
Testimonials confirming attendance will be issued at the end of the 
course. A certificate is awarded to those participants who have reached 
the acceptable level of performance, which is defined as 60 % of the 
achievable maximum. 

Conditions for admission
–	 At least two years of professional experience
–	 English requirements: TOEFL paper 550 / computer 213 / 

internet 79 – 80 or IELTS 6.0 or native speaker or completed 
higher education in English (with written proof)

–	 The number of participants is limited to 24

Course fee
The course fee is CHF 1100.–. For students registered as a tropEd Master 
student at a tropEd home institution, the course fee is CHF 900.–. The 
fee must be paid 4 weeks before the start of the course. This sum in-
cludes the registration fee of CHF 100.–, which is due at the moment of 
acceptance to reserve a place. If a participant does not attend the course, 
the registration fee cannot be reimbursed. If cancellation is less than  
4 weeks before beginning of the course an additional fee of CHF 300.– 
will be charged. 

Health, Accident and Travel Insurance
Not covered by the institute, but highly recommended.

Location
The course will be held at the Advanced Studies of the University of 
Basel, Switzerland.

Disclaimer
In case of an insufficient number of participants the course can be can-
celled up to 4 weeks prior to the course start. Swiss TPH is not respon-
sible for any costs related to flight bookings, etc.

Scholarship
No scholarships are available for this course. 

Application deadline: 31 October 2018

Further Information
For further information please contact:

Contact address
Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute 
Department of Education & Training 
Professional Postgraduate Training
Course Secretariat
Socinstrasse 57, P. O. Box, 4002 Basel, Switzerland 
T: + 41 61 284 82 34, F: + 41 61 284 81 06
courses@swisstph.ch, www.swisstph.ch

Basel, February 2018
For the Course Coordinating Team: 
Bernadette Peterhans

http://www.swisstph.ch


Personal details
(Names as written on your passport)

Family Name: �

Given Name(s):    F    M 

Date of Birth: 	 Marital status: �

Place of Birth: 	 	 Nationality: �

Highest Study Degree: �

Profession: �

Address
(please give a reliable and permanent address)

Street, number: �

P.O. Box: 	 	 City: �

Province: 	 Postal Code: �

Country: 	 Fax Number: �

Phone Number: 	 Mobile Number: �

E-mail: 

Present or most recent position

Name of employer: �

Type of organization: �

Place of work: �

Year of entry: 	 Year of leaving (if not still there) �

Position held: �

Main duties: �

Previous working experiences
(Please mainly mention your assignments in countries with resources constraints)

Why are you interested in taking this course?
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Source of funding for fees and expenses

  myself

my employer

other / please specify �

Required documents (photocopies)

1) Filled application form

2) Professional Diploma(s)

3) Curriculum Vitae

4) English proof (see description)

5) 1 Photograph (passport-size)

Please indicate where you learned about the Swiss TPH courses

  colleagues      tropEd    course brochure     internet    Swiss TPH homepage   ICRC homepage     other

Please return completed form with all required 

documents Application deadline: 31 October 2018

Please return completed form to

Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute 
Department of Education & Training 
Professional Postgraduate Training 
Course Secretariat 
Socinstrasse 57, P. O. Box, 4002 Basel, Switzerland 
T: + 41 61 284 82 34, F: + 41 61 284 81 06 
www.swisstph.ch

Date		 Signature

If you are interested in other courses of our institute, please visit our website at  
https://www.swisstph.ch/en/courses/health-in-detention/

http://www.swisstph.ch



