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GLOBAL TB SITUATION



COVID-19 HAS REVERSED YEARS OF 
PROGRESS 
IN THE FIGHT AGAINST TB



THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAS SEVERELY IMPACTED ACCESS TO TB SERVICES
FEWER PEOPLE ACCESSED LIFE-SAVING
TB CARE IN 2021



Most obvious impact at global level
Big reductions (vs 2019) in reported number of people newly diagnosed with TB
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Global decline in TB incidence reversed in 2021
+3.6% 2020-2021, following years of decline of about 2% per year   
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10% reduction since 
2015, only half-way to 
the first milestone of the 
End TB Strategy

All TB cases    

TB cases among 
people living with HIV    

Notifications of people 
newly diagnosed 

2020 End TB Strategy milestone



TB IS ONE OF THE TOP 
INFECTIOUS KILLERS IN THE 
WORLD



Global number of TB deaths increased in 2020 
and again in 2021, back to 2017 level
TB second only to COVID-19 as cause of death from single infectious agent 
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1.6 million in 2021, 
up from 1.5 million in 2020 
and 1.4 million in 2019

5.9% reduction vs 2015, one 
sixth of the way to the first 
milestone of the End TB Strategy
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201,000 in 2020
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35% reduction from 2015 level
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DRUG RESISTANT TB REMAINS 
A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS
Estimated number of people developing MDR/RR-TB has increased.
Only 1 in 3 accessed care 



Estimated number of people developing MDR/RR-TB 
has also increased 
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PROGRESS TOWARDS
END TB TARGETS



ACCELERATED ACTION REQUIRED 
TO REACH SDG AND END TB STRATEGY TARGETS



About half of people with TB and their households 
face catastrophic costs
pooled average = 48%; far from End TB Strategy target of zero by 2020 

Percentage facing catastrophic costs  
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GLOBAL PROGRESS IN THE NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE TREATED LAGS BEHIND
Urgent action required to ensure universal access to care, 
especially for people with drug-resistant TB



10 countries account for 75% global gap 
between TB incidence and reported cases
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From global perspective, increased coverage of diagnosis 
and treatment of particular importance in these countries 



GLOBAL PROGRESS IN PROVISION OF 
TB PREVENTIVE TREATMENT LAGS BEHIND



Spending on essential TB services*
down since 2019 

Domestic funding International donor funding
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Funding for TB research
less than half global target 
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Source: Treatment Action Group, Stop TB Partnership. Tuberculosis research funding trends 2005-2020. New York: Treatment Action Group; 2021 
(https://www.treatmentactiongroup.org/resources/tbrd-report/tbrd-report-2021/
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TB determinants                                               
Global estimates of TB cases attributable to 5 risk factors in 2021 
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Country success stories: TB deaths
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Six high TB burden 
countries and one 
global TB watchlist 
country have reached 
the first End TB Strategy 
milestone (dashed line)*
*A 35% reduction from a 
baseline of 2015. The 
milestone was initially set for 
2020.
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Country success stories: TB incidence
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Seven high TB burden countries and all three
global TB watchlist countries have reached the 
first End TB Strategy milestone (dashed line)*

*A 20% reduction from a baseline of 2015. 
The milestone was initially set for 2020.
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Regional success stories: TB incidence

Europe Eastern Mediterranean Western Pacific

Africa Americas South-East Asia
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first milestone: 20%
reduction, 2015-2020

22% reduction, 
2015-2021

25% reduction, 
2015-2021

9.4% increase
2015-2021

11% reduction, 
2015-2021

5.3% reduction, 
2015-2021

2.3% reduction, 
2015-2021

first milestone: 20%
reduction, 2015-2020

Dashed line shows 
the first milestone of 
the End TB Strategy
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Rapid uptake of policies and 
recommendations

End TB leadership, including 
preparations for the UNHLM



DISSEMINATION & UPTAKE 
OF WHO TB GUIDELINES

Training



RAPID UPTAKE OF WHO POLICIES, 
TOOLS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

• Living guidelines
• Consolidated guidance 
• Rapid updates (almost annual) based on new developments
• Public consultation
• Rapid communication
• Guidelines accompanied by operational handbooks and training courses to enable rapid implementation



REQUEST TO WHO TO SUPPORT PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
2023 UN HIGH LEVEL MEETING ON TB

Date: 22 September 2023
Where: UN Headquarters, New York 

Co-facilitators:
Poland and Uzbekistan

CIVIL SOCIETY HEARING: 8-9 May 2023

Participants: 
UN Member States at the highest possible level, preferably at the level of Heads of State and Government; 
observers of the General Assembly; NGOs, civil society organizations, academic institutions and the private sector

HLM outcome: concise and action-
oriented political declaration, agreed 

in advance by consensus through 
intergovernmental negotiations

UNHLM 
DECLARATION

UNSG 
PROGRESS 
REPORT



OVERARCHING FINDINGS 
AND MESSAGES

1. The COVID-19 pandemic continues to have a 
damaging impact on access to TB diagnosis and 
treatment and the burden of TB disease

2. Progress made in the years up to 2019 has 
slowed, stalled or reversed, and global TB targets 
are off track

3. Intensified efforts backed by increased funding 
are urgently required to mitigate and reverse the 
negative impacts of the pandemic on TB

4. The need for action has become even more 
pressing in the context of war in Ukraine, ongoing 
conflicts in other parts of the world, a global 
energy crisis and associated impacts on food 
security, which are likely to further worsen some 
of the broader determinants of TB



THANK YOU!
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