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Educational entertainment tools 
Television programs i.e. Sesame Street  positive effect on cognitive 
development of young children 

Video-based health education interventions in school setting well established 

Video-based health education for infectious diseases  only few studies of 
good quality assessing the effect 
 

Bieri et al., 2013 





Trailer 



“Koko” in schoolbased intervention study 





Improved knowledge, but no effect on helminthic infection 

Palmeirim M, 2016 

Spontaneous answers to the question: 
How can we get infected? 

Control          
(# children) 

Intervention     
(# children) 

If we do not cover our food (flies will 
land on it). 5 20 

If we do not wash our hands after 
defecating. 0 11 

If we defecate in the bush/river (open 
defecation). 1 12 



“Koko” in community based intervention study 

Cluster randomised trial 
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Latrine use 

Variable Baseline Follow-up 
OR 95% CI P-value OR 95% CI P-value 

Arm 1: MDA 1.00 1.00     

Arm 2: MDA+CLTS 0.87 0.6; 1.3 0.051 3.69 0.7; 19.5 0.125 

Arm 3: MDA+HE 1.80 1.2; 2.7 0.003 13.50 1.1; 172 0.045 

Arm 4: MDA+HE+CLTS 1.06 0.7; 1.6 0.780 17.07 1.6; 138 0.016 

“Not everyone has yet understood the importance of latrines, that’s why they did not 
build them. But when all will understand the importance, they will build latrines on 
their own with no need of people telling them to do so”. Community health worker 
from Ahouati during the baseline survey. 



Summary of approach 

Identification 
of key 
messages 
through KAPB 
survey 

• School-aged children 
• Community members 

Development 
of  the health 
education tool 

• Animated cartoon 
• Community-based health theater 

Pilot testing 
and 
refinement 

• Screening of the animated cartoon with 
feedback from children and teachers 

• Evaluation of the health theater with 
the community 



Conclusion 
• Identfying key messages through formative research before development of 

health educational tools results in tools that are tailored to the needs of the 
target population 

• Health education in schoolbased interventions can increase hygiene 
knowledge of schoolchildren, but the knowledge cannot be put into practice 
if access to sanitation is lacking/difficult 

• Health education is important to increase adherence of communities to 
improving their sanitation profile 

  

 need for integrated/combined and locally adapted approaches 
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Thank you! 


