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Swiss TPH Symposia – why and how 
• Autumn 2017 – call for Swiss TPH Winter Symposium 2018 

• Three very good proposals – thanks! 
• Zoonoses control in humans and animals at position 1 (small margin) 

• Hence… 



Symposia in 2018 
• A special year – 4 symposia! 





Programme 

• Meta-data 
• Welcome and Introduction 
• 8 sessions 

• Ongoing research 
• New plans 
• Zoonoses control tools 
• Food-borne, viral and arthropode-borne zoonoses 
• Science Café (2x) 
• Feedback (2x) 

• 25 speakers and chairs + additional moderators 
• 13 Swiss TPH, 12 external speakers 
• Basel, Bern, Geneva, Zurich 
• Chad, Ethiopia, Guatemala, United Kingdom 
• 12 males, 13 females – congratulations, Jakob! 

• 1 linked event 
• 10th R. Geigy Award 

 



Summary 

• Impressive overview on zoonotic diseases with considerable 
contribution of Swiss TPH and its partners 

• In-depth discussions during Science Café 
• New format – did you like it? 

• Summarizing cutting-edge research pertaining to control and 
elimination of zoonotic diseases 

• Identification where Swiss TPH and its partners can make a 
meaningful contribution in terms of research and development 



Summary 

• Rabies: contribution to the new GAVI investment strategy, 
continue efforts in the understanding of transmission and control 
efforts in Africa and Asia 

• Non-malaria fever complex: brucellosis, rickettsia and 
leptospirosis 

• Integrated One Health epidemiological approaches 
• Diagnostic laboratory and clinical management 

• Trypanosomiasis: approval of fexinidazole as first single-dose 
oral trypanocidal drug, drug development, cell biology, elimination 
and economics of HAT  



Summary 

• NCCR Precision Epidemic Forecasting 
• Lead: Institute of Global Health, University of Geneva 
• Co-Lead: Swiss TPH, University of Basel 

• Focus on endemic and emerging viruses 
• Integrated community-based surveillance and response systems 
• Entomological and environmental drivers     
• Use of artificial intelligence, geospatial modelling for precision 

now and forecasting and targeted response 
• Transdisciplinary approaches, engaging with communities and 

authorities, co-producing essential transformation knowledge for 
interventions 



Thanks 

• Jakob Zinsstag 
• Joanne Blackwell and Danielle Powell and entire COMM-team 
• Faisal Nooh Ali, Apolline Saucy, Esther Eburi, Jules N'Gatta, 

Lorenz Hofer and Henry Mapesi 
• Our dear students helping with preparation, registrations, IT, timing, etc. 

• Speakers and chairs 
• Participants 



Outlook 

• 10th R. Geigy Award Ceremony 



Outlook 

• Swiss TPH Spring Symposium 2019 (8 May 2019) 


