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Bio-Sketch
• Associated researcher at Centre Suisse de Recherches Scientifiques
• Postdoctoral researcher who defended his PhD in Environmental Epidemiology, in 

November 2017 at the University Félix Houphouët Boigny
• This PhD, entitled “Water, sanitation and climate change: integrated analysis of risk 

factors for malaria and schistosomiasis in Korhogo (Côte d’Ivoire) and Kaédi
Mauritania)”, was embedded in a transdisciplinarity project funded by the Special 
Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) of World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the International Development Research Centre of Canada 
(IDRC). 

• Benefited, in 2015, from a Swiss federal grant (FCS reference number: 2015.0445 / 
Ivory Coast / OP). This allowed me to stay in Switzerland for an enriching programme 
at the University of Basel and the Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute (Swiss 
TPH). 

• Through the support of FCS, attended interesting and demanding courses related to 
biostatistics, epidemiology, public health and Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS). 

• Attended an important training at International Research Institute for Climate and 
Society (IRI) of Columbia University in New York, USA, on climate, remote sensing 
and integration with diseases. 
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Work Background

 Malaria is a water-borne disease caused by parasite (Plasmodium). 
Vector = Anopheles, lives in water points (Carnevale et al., 2009 ; Gimnig et al., 2001)

 Malaria is a significant disease in tropical and subtropical countries.

Malaria 
distribution
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Background

Vulnerability and resilience to malaria and schistosomiasis in the
northern and southern fringes of the sahelian belt in the context of
climate change.
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Study Area

Korhogo (North Côte d’Ivoire)
• Population: 245 239 Hbts
• Average precipitation :1350 mm
• The climate is Sudanese

Kaédi (South Mauritania)
• Population: 118 195 Hbts
• Average precipitation:400mm
• The climate is sahelian)
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Objectives
• Study the relationship between 

meteorological variables, 
environmental, and socio-sanitary 
factors and the transmission of malaria 
and schistosomiasis in Korhogo and 
Kaédi

General 
objective

• Determine the spatial and temporal variation of 
water points and their physico-chemical quality;

• Study the links between water and sanitation 
determinants and infestation of malaria and 
schistosomiasis;

• Assess the links between meteorological 
parameters and the incidence of these diseases.

Specific 
objectives
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Conceptual Framework
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Methodology

Transdisciplinary study (in Korhogo and Kaedi) based on:

Household surveys 
by questionnaire on 
access to WASH and 

associated health 
problems (N=728);

Geographical survey: with Global 
Positioning System (GPS) to identify
and characterize some environmental 

risk factors (water points);  

Parasitological
surveys to identify
infected persons.
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Papers
2015
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Papers 2018
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Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery

" Award of best student poster" 
OneHealth-Ecohealth, 
Melbourne, Australia, 2016
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Photo Gallery



Late Dr Kouassi Richard M’BRA
(01st January 1980 – 16th November 2019)

Dr Mbra Kouassi Richard was born on 1st January
1980 in central Côte d’Ivoire. After his primary
and secondary school, he completed a secondary
scientific degree (2001) at the prestigious
Scientific High School of Yamoussoukro, in the
political capital of the country.

Richard attended University in Abidjan, where he
completed a bachelor’s degree (2005), two
Masters’ degrees (2006 and 2007) and a DEA
(Diplome d’Etudes Approfondies) in 2013. He
proceeded to do a PhD that ended in November
2017 after 18 months stay at the Swiss Tropical
and Public Health Institute in Basel, Switzerland.

Richard was a research fellow of two ongoing
studies: (1) the Climate Research for Development
(CR4D) initiative, a postdoctoral fellowship
scheme of the African Academy of Science and (2)
the Leading Integrated Research for Agenda 2030
in Africa (LIRA) initiative, a five-year programme
of the International Council for Science (ICSU)

Richard was a promising young researcher who is
devoted to duties and always cheerful. He is
survived by his wife, parents, brothers and sisters.

Rest in peace!

Amen

Richard passed away on 16 November 2019



One minute of silence
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